BAYFIELD COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
AGING AND DISABILITY SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Courthouse Conference Room A, via Phone Conference

July 27, 2020
DRAFT: Subject to change u3¥00 p.m.

at the September meeting.

Committee Members Present
via Conference Call: Karen Anderson, Lynette Benzschawel, Richard Kemmer,
Martha Oie, Sam Ray, Betty Schell, David Zepczyk (3:37)

Committee Member Absent: Red Cliff Representative
Staff Present
via Conference Call: Carrie Linder, Jane Cook, Elizabeth Skulan

Call to Order and Introductions
Anderson called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m. Introductions were made.

Discussion and Possible Action-Review of the March 16, 2020 Meeting Minutes
Motion by Ray to approve the March 16, 2020 Minutes, second by Schell. Motion carried.

Discussion and Possible Action-Transfer Request between Original Title Ill, FFCRA and
CARES Act Funding

Linder discussed the transfer request between funding sources acquired due to the pandemic. There
are three different pots of funding (Original Title 1ll, FFCRA and CARES Act) and the transfers can
only occur within the same funding. All funding except $500 from CARES IlIB has been transferred to
support the home delivered meal program.

Motion by Oie to approve transfer request between funding sources, second by Anderson. Motion
carried.

2021 Budget Discussion

Linder reviewed information from County Administrator's memo dated June 10, 2020. One of the top
county priorities from the budget survey was services to seniors remains. Also reviewed comments
from the county-wide budget survey specific to Aging and Disability Services.

Zepczyk phoned in at 3:37 p.m.

Advocacy and Legislative Issues
Brief discussion of information on absentee voting in Wisconsin for the August 11 and November 3
elections.

Other (Program updates and informational items)
A. Transportation Coordination Committee — The committee has been formed with the first meeting
to be held, Tuesday, August 4. Representative from the ADAC is Sam Ray.

B. Outreach Activities — Linder noted the following:
e ADRC Facebook page has been utilized.
¢ Articles have been submitted to The Connection and The Bottom Line newspapers.
¢ Information has been provided to HDM, congregate, and transportation consumers
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Next will be radio interviews. Schell suggested contacting Wisconsin Public Radio.

Future Meeting Dates 2020
Next meeting: September 21, 2020. ADAC will begin at 3:00 p.m. with the NAC meeting to

follow immediately.

Adjournment
Motion by Schell, second by Anderson to adjourn at 4:03 p.m., motion carried.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Jane M. Cook, Clerk Il
07/28/2020
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COALITION Updated 9/7/2020

Absentee Voting in Wisconsin - 2020 Election

Why Vote Absentee?

The Wisconsin Disability Vote Coalition encourages voters to vote absentee
November 3 because of concerns about Covid-19. Some voters with
disabilities prefer also voting absentee because of difficulty getting
transportation to the polls, accessibility concerns, or other reasons.

Note: Wisconsin does not currently have a screen reader accessible
absentee ballot. The Disability Vote Coalition is advocating for this
important accessible option.

Who can assist me with absentee voting questions?

* Contact your municipal clerk for help with absentee voting and how to request a
ballot. Find your clerk’s information at myvote.wi.gov/en-US/ MyMunicipalClerk.

* The Disability Rights Wisconsin (DRW) Voter Hotline can assist, especially with disability
related voting questions: 844-DIS-VOTE / 844-347-8683 / email info@disabilityvote.org

* Wisconsin Elections Commission: 866-VOTE-WIS / email elections@wi.gov

Who can request an Absentee Ballot?

* Any registered Wisconsin voter is eligible to request an absentee ballot. Your name and
address must be current on your voter registration.

e Special provisions are made for hospitalized electors and sequestered jurors to request
and vote by absentee ballot on election day. Contact your municipal clerk for assistance.

| want to vote absentee but | am not registered to vote

* |f you are not already registered, you will need to register to vote before an absentee
ballot can be sent to you.

* You may register online at myvote.wi.gov/en-us/RegisterToVote, by mail, in person at
your municipal clerk’s office, or at your polling place on election day.

* To register online, you need a Wisconsin driver’s license or Wisconsin ID Card.

* Don’t have a valid Wisconsin State ID or Driver License? Complete a registration form. Mail it
to your clerk with a Proof of Residence document with your name and current address, such
as a utility bill, or bank statement.

Deadlines: If you are registering by mail or online, you must register at least 20 days
before the election (October 14 for the November 3 election). After this deadline, you can
register at your clerk’s office or at your polling place on Election Day.

The Wisconsin Disability Vote Coalition is a project of
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When should | request my Absentee Ballot?
* Request your absentee ballot as soon as possible to ensure you receive it in time to
complete and return your ballot.

* Deadline to request an absentee ballot for November 314 elections

October 29th at 5 PM for regular voters October 30th at 5 PM for Indefinitely
Confined voters

Although this is the legal deadline, make your request as soon as possible. After
October 20, there may not be enough time to receive and return your ballot by mail.

* Accommodations: If a voter needs an accommodation, such as a large print ballot, include
that information on the absentee request or contact your clerk as soon as possible.

Requesting an Absentee Ballot

Online
8 * Request an absentee ballot at myvote.wi.gov/en-us/VoteAbsentee.
* If you haven’t requested an absentee ballot before, you will be askedto
upload a copy of your photo ID: a Wisconsin Driver’s license or state ID card.

* The ballot will be mailed to you.
J By Mail
QD * DownloadtheApplication for Absentee Ballotfromthe Wisconsin Election
Commission web site: elections.wi.gov/index.php/forms/EL-121-english.

* Provide a copy of your acceptable photo ID with your application, unless you
are exempt by law or it is on file. Information about photo ID: bringit.wi.gov.

* Complete the form and mail it to your municipal clerk’s office.
* Mail your application ASAP to allow time to receive and return your ballot.

o By Email
‘}@{’ ¢ Email your clerk with a ballot request. State your full name, Wisconsin
£\ voting address, the election you want a ballot for or if requesting forthe

calendar year, and mailing address if different than voting address. Include
a copy of your photo ID unless it is already onfile or you are exempt by law.

@® In-person
' Apply for an absentee ballot in person at your clerk’s office.

Early voting: In-Person Voting by Absentee Ballot

* You can apply for and vote your absentee ballot in-person before election
day. Contact your municipal clerk to learn about your community’s in-
person absentee voting options, locations, and hours of operation. It may
also be listed on MyVote Wisconsin: myvote.wi.gov/.
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What if | always need to absentee vote due to disability, age,
physical illness, or infirmity?

* |f you always need to vote absentee due to disability, age, iliness, or infirmity, you may
certify that you are an “indefinitely confined” voter. “Indefinitely confined” does not require
permanent or total inability to travel outside of the residence. The law does not require the
voter to provide documentation of this status.

* An “indefinitely confined” voter will have their ballot mailed to them for each election until
they don’t return a ballot. If this occurs, the municipal clerk will contact the voter to see if
they want to remain on the “indefinitely confined” voter list.

* Wisconsin law exempts voters who are indefinitely confined from the requirement to
provide a Photo ID.

* How to apply to be an “indefinitely confined” voter: Complete the absentee ballot
application. Choose the “indefinitely confined” option in section 6 of the form, certifying
that you are indefinitely confined, or send a request in writing to your municipal clerk.

Voters who live in a Care Facility

If voter lives in a care facility such as a nursing home or group home, and does not have an
acceptable photo ID, the care facility administrator can sign a special certificate (EL-122sp)
to verify the voter’s identity. This certificate is available for download on the WI Elections
Commission website at elections.wi.gov/forms/el-122.

Or the resident may certify they are an “indefinitely confined” voter.

Completing Your Absentee Ballot
e Complete and return your absentee ballot AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

* Follow the instructions included with your absentee ballot. Mistakes may prevent your
vote from being counted. If you make a mistake and need a replacement, contact your
clerk to request assistance.

* You must vote your ballot in the presence of an adult withess. The witness can be any
adult US citizen except for a candidate on your ballot. A witness can be a friend, spouse,
family member, or care worker. Contact your clerk if you have trouble finding a witness.

* The witness must verify that you completed the absentee ballot, but because voting is a
private activity, your witness cannot tell you who or what to vote for and cannot see the
choices you make on your ballot.

* Use a black pen to complete your ballot.

* Put your ballot in the return envelope. Review your name and address on the return
envelope to ensure it is correct.

The Wisconsin Disability Vote Coalition is a project of
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e Seal the envelope in the presence of your witness.

* You (or your assistant) must sign and date the certificate on the return envelope on
the line marked “Signature of Voter”.

* Have your witness sign the certificate envelope on the line marked “Signature of
Witness” and write their full address underneath the witness signature.

* Mail or deliver your ballot to your clerk by the deadline.

Getting Assistance

* If you need help reading or completing your ballot or absentee return envelope, you may
request assistance from anyone who is not your employer or a representative of your labor
union.

* Your assistant may also serve as your withess.

* Explaining how to fill out your ballot or return envelope is not considered “assistance.”

* Your assistant must sign in the Certification of Voter Assistance section on your ballot.

* Your assistant can read your ballot to you or fill out your ballot under your direction, but
cannot tell you how to vote.

* If someone signs your absentee return envelope on your behalf, make sure they also sign
in the Certification of Assistant section.

* Your assistant may also serve as your witness.

Returning Your Absentee Ballot

* Your completed absentee ballot must be received in time to be delivered to your
polling place nolater than 8 PM on Election Day.

* By Mail: The U.S. Postal Service recommends absentee ballots be mailed at least
one week before Election Day to arrive in time.

* Other delivery: If within a week of the election, the US mail may not get your ballot
there in time. You can drop off your ballot at your clerk’s office or an absentee ballot
dropbox if available. Drop box locations may be listed on myvote.wi.gov/

* On election day: Ask your clerk about options to drop off your ballot on election day.
* You may ask someone else to deliver your ballot for you.

How to check the status of your Absentee Ballot

Check the status of your absentee ballot request at myvote.wi.gov. This will show the date you
requested the ballot, the date mailed to you, and the date your completed ballot was received.

If your requested Absentee Ballot does not arrive

If you requested your absentee ballot and it did not arrive in time, you may vote in person on
Election Day or you can vote early. Contact your clerk for early voting locations and hours.

The Wisconsin Disability Vote Coalition is a project of
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Election

The Wisconsin Elections Commission has
information on requesting an absentee
ballot. Information is available at
https://elections.wi.gov/voters/absentee

Greetings,

This letter is being sent to households throughout
rural Bayfield County. Its purpose is to ensure that
all older adults, people with disabilities, and
caregivers understand where additional
information, support, and services are available.

Older adults and people with disabilities face many
issues which the pandemic has intensified.
According to AARP, it's important to speak to
family and friends and develop a plan to safely stay
in touch regularly as individuals maintain social
distance, are required to self-quarantine to prevent
potential exposure, or are in isolation for a COVID-
19 infection. This plan should include who will help
access food, medicine and other medical

supplies. Remaining connected is especially
important for people who live alone. For those
individuals, regular social contact can be a lifeline
for support, especially if they become ill

or develop COVID-19 symptoms.

During this pandemic, it is imperative that all
community members become good

neighbors. Please check on the neighbor

who lives alone or that elderly couple who

may need some support. Sometimes a friendly
hello while safely practicing social distancing can
be enough. An offer to pick up groceries or run
errands can mean a great deal to someone who is
not able to get out of the house or is trying to limit
their exposure to others. We are all in this
together.

Services, supports and advocacy have not stopped
during the pandemic, although there may be
differences in the way they are

provided. Continuous reexamination and adaption
is taking place to assure older individuals

and anyone with weakened immune systems due
to underlying health conditions

receive the assistance they need. If you or
someone you know needs assistance or more
information, please call the Aging and Disability
Resource Center of the North at 1-866-663-3607.

Carrie Linder, CSW Elizabeth Lexau
Aging& Disability HumanDevelopmen®&
ServiceManager RelaYonshipsExtension

Educator



Aging and Disability Resource Center of the North:
General Information, Updates, and Changes

Here are a few important notes to consider:

X

Bayfield County Government encourages all residents to “Skip the Trip” and call or email with
guestions, concerns, or inquiries.

All staff continue to serve and assist via phone, email, or online. Call us at 1-866-663-3607 or
email the office at adrc@bayfieldcounty.org

Our website has a lot of good up to date resources and information on various services. Please
go here: https://www.bayfieldcounty.org/1190/COVID-19-Human-Services-Information or check
out Facebook for information, tips and updates:

https://www.facebook.com/Aging-and-Disability-Resource-Center-of-the-North-Bayfield-County-
2037967452988229/

Transportation options are available; please call for further information or visit the sites listed
above.

Senior Dining Sites are closed until further notice; some offer “Grab and Go” meals. Individuals
can consider Meals on Wheels as an option.

Meals on Wheels continue to be delivered on a weekday basis and new

referrals are welcomed and encouraged for individuals age 60 and older.
Please call 715-373-3353 or 1-866-663-3607.

What are home delivered meals?
Preparing a nutritious meal is one of the more challenging aspects of life for many older people.

X

Bayfield County Home Delivered Meals is a service that brings hot, nutritionally balanced meals
to homebound seniors 60 years of age or older.

Who qualifies for this program?
You can receive home delivered meals if you are:

X

X
X

X

A person aged 60 or older who is frail and essentially homebound by reason of iliness,
disability, or isolation.
A spouse of a person eligible for a HDM as described above, regardless of age or condition.

A disabled individual who resides at home with an
eligible older individual participating in the program.
A resident of Bayfield County

How much do meals cost?

X

X

The suggested donation for each meal is $2.50.

No eligible person will be denied a meal because of
inability to contribute toward the cost of the meal.
Funding is provided by Title Il (Older Americans Act),
county levy, and donations.

Are there other benefits to home delivered meals?

X

Homebound seniors appreciate the social contact
with the individuals who deliver their meals

































